
Shakespear's Shooter - The Game's The Thing - Kotaku http://kotaku.com/gaming/education/shakespears-shooter-+-the-game...

1 of 4 4/25/07 12:15 PM

Ç || NEXT È

Shakespear's Shooter - The 
Game's The Thing 0 Views

   VIEWS:  BLOG

 
TOPIC:  ALL      

 

POPULAR FRONT ALL
SUMMARY THUMBS

TOP NINTENDO WII PERIPHERALS

MASTER

TAIKO DRUM

NAMCO BANDAI

What do you get when you cross the fun of a space shooter with an English Literature class 
focused on the great bard himself? You get 'Speare, a computer game by ApolloGames.ca 
aimed at teaching children about the works of William Shakespeare by using a futuristic 
space shooter. 

It sounds crazy but it just might work. The game is your standard flash shmup in which you 
have to collect the text of Shakespeare's plays from enemy ships, periodically scanning items 
to reveal information about his works, which you will be quizzed on later. You can even pick 
from different ships with names like Juliet's Dagger, Baited Bear, Star Crossed, and the 
Guardian Globe. 

Here's some text from the intro to give you an idea of how they're working this: 

Peace reigned in the galaxy until a civil war broke out in the Verona 
System between planets Montagor and Capulon, who were entrusted 
with guarding Shakespeare's ancient text Romeo and Juliet. Distracted
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 Alegery says:

I finished watching Throne of Blood minutes before coming here and finding this. Weird.

04/25/07 11:39 AM

 el_gordo says:

Today is Shakespeare's birthdaaaaay!

Cool theme.

For Hecuba! 

04/25/07 11:42 AM

 Doomstink says:

Some kid is going to answer his quiz on Romeo and Juliet saying it was all about the 

Montagor and Capulon planets feuding in a galactic battle in the Verona system and his 

teacher is going to be all WTF?

04/25/07 11:43 AM

by their squabbles, the Verona System is left open to invasion by the 
ever-encroaching drones of the power hungry Insidian Army.

Crafty, eh?

There is a flash demo available to try out at the ApolloGames.ca website, with the full 
version available for purchase for $20. Give it a look see, and let every eye negotiate for
itself. MICHAEL FAHEY

'Speare Download and Demo Page [ApolloGames.ca via CTV] 
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 Doomstink says:

@el_gordo: 

I think he was born on the 23rd and died on the 23rd.

04/25/07 11:44 AM

 topgeargorilla says:

Uh, ok, cool. This still can't top oregan trail or number munchers. Those were AWESOME

04/25/07 11:49 AM

 Gooche says:

I think this is cool as long as the tool actually get's through to the students. Some people

play games especially shooters for mindless action.

I would have loved learning about Shakespear in English class with games.

04/25/07 11:50 AM

 Skylar says:

I've been looking for a vertically-scrolling space shooter that will have the words "Bite my 

thumb at them" onscreen as long as possible.

04/25/07 11:52 AM

 db2 says:

Remember back in the days of the Apple II when educational games regularly kicked ass 

like this? It was a video game first and foremost, with a side of education included, kind of 

like Typing of the Dead.

04/25/07 11:52 AM

 miss_ali1984 says:

Sweeeeet. I've always wanted to read "Richard III" while blasting space ships.

04/25/07 11:55 AM

 NihonTiger90 says:

Pretty sweet. Can't wait to battle MacBeth!

Oh wait... MacBeth isn't a boss in this game? Damn.

04/25/07 12:00 PM
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 CyricZ says:

Crafty or incredibly cheesy. Not that there's anything wrong with that. :-P

04/25/07 12:01 PM
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